* "Wu "COT Rt " n+ 
oe I TE INE = wma er 
AS io) 3 "= 
p- a * 
þ 7 
by 
” wad 


A Relation of ſome of the moſt material;Matters that paſſed 

' in a Publick Diſpute at Thriploe 7# Cambridge-ſhire 
the 15th day -of the 24 Month 1676. between Francis 
Holdcraft, 2d Joſeph Odde his Ajſiftant , both Pres- 

 byterian TFrieſts, on the one Party, and Samuel Cater, 
with-ſome others of the Friends of Truth called Ers. 
. a of 


The aforeſaid/Samwel ; beingat a Mecting of our Friends in 
that Country,- where there were ſome told me of the Lyes 
Slanders, and Reproaches that were frequently vented ani 
calt upon us the people of God, called @aakers, by this 
;- 36; above-named+ Francis Holdcraft , and his Abectos Joſeph 
5:*QOdde, ( that is to ſay) that the Quakers are deccivers, and that 
"AEthcy did not believe in the True Chriti the Meffab and Saviour of 
the World, and. that they Preached another Jeſus , and not the + 
True [cſus, and that they were Antechriſtsz and of this they made 
their boaſt, that they would prove the ſame to any of our-Faces, 
if we would or durft come to that Town upon the hearing of 
» which, for the Truth ſake, for which the Lord hath called me to 
-* pear Feftimmony thereunto, and for the clearing of the Innocency 
of thoſe chat believe therein, and are led and guided thereby, 
which 1 knew thcy had moſt 'groſly abuſed, I was made free in . ./ 
the fear of the Lord to appoint a Meeting at that Town of 'Thr;- 
ploe, and give notice of it ſeven days before in which time I deji- 
red that the Perſons above-named might have timely notice of-it 
which was done, that ſo they might prove that to our faces jf they 
could, which they had faid of us behind our backs, or receive rex 
proofs for their unfruicful works of darkneſs. So when I with 
fome Friends were come to the Town,and were at a Friends houſe, 
th:re was word brought to us,that F,H. was come to Towa alſo,and 
that he thought it not ſo convenient to come to our puvlickMecting, 
but rarher dclired to ſpeak with three or tour of us more privatcly 
to diſcourſe out the naatticrs in Coatroveriie between us ; then F 
ſeat him word that he had revited us, and our Principles openly, 
and.1..did cxpcet that he ſhould come as openly, as he had promi- 
ſedFto prove:what he had faid agaiuft us, or elſe to reccive thame 
forhis works and thetime of day. was now come to goto the place - 
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/ - aneenvious and cvil-minded men have forged Pritidiges,and © 
, and-our 


which was appointed for the Meeting, where we did int-nd co go, 
and defired tiiar-hemight rriect us therezbut if they would not come 
to-us, then we were reſolved to-come to them atter the Meeting 3 


and we being gathered together, and waiting upon the Lord ſome 


time before they Tarfie, there was a Frieaddeclariug the Truth to. 
the p cople; when F. H,' came to the door, and ſaid, That if he 
would not hold his peace, he would uot come in 3 but the Friend 
having freedom, he did ſoon leave, and then he came in : I ſtood. 
up and ſpake a few words unto the people by way of Exhortation, 


Fiat all might be (ſober and weighty in their minds, that ſo they 


might be the better prepared to give a right Jadgment of what 
tight paſs between us: —— Then F. H. ſaid, If I would not 
hold my Tongue, he would be gone. 

Fobn Webb Anſwered, Be patient a little &hear,and if we (peak auy 
thing cotitrary toFruth,thou mayſt judge us out of our ownMouths.. 
© Francis Holdcraft, I will have no patience, 

Samet Cater. Then thou art unfit to be a Miniſter of Chriſt 3. 
but however F. H. I would not have thee go away yet, for we:do- 


. expe& that thou ſhouldft perform what thou haſt promiſed, if thou 
”canſt; that is, to prove us dgceivers, and thou haſt ſaid we deny 


the True Chriſt, and that we Preacha falſe, and not the Meſſiah the 
-—>aag of the World. and this is the buſineſs thou haſt promiſed: 
£©O doc; 

F; H And this IT ſhall do by the help of Almighty God. 

F. H.-F your name Sarneel Cater, and are you a Dwuaker ? 

8. C. My name is fo, and Town, and have unity with all the ho. 
neſt and uprighe-hearted people of God, called ®nakers, 
"BF. H, But do. you own the Drakers Principles? tet me know 
thas; that I may have a foundation to fiand upon in our Difcourſe. 
CG8.C, What Principle is it that thon art againft that we hold, 


| Repeat it, and I ſhall give thee an Anſwer ? 


.- © F, H. Do-you own the Dxokers Principles. 


3. B. Another Friend ftanding by ſaid, there is 'a Book of ours 


- called Traths Principles any one therein contained we will own, in- 


”. Rance which you will, 


a 
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$8. C, As to anſwer tothee in ſhozt, that T'own alt that are pub- 
d as.the Quakers Principles ſhall not do; for thisx 
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them, the ©nakers to.abuſe us, and to preſenr'lis 
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odious; and therefore ſceing thou wilt not tell us what Principle 
of ours thou art againſt, I ſhall here declare'the univerſal Princt- 
ple, that I with the reſt of my Brethren own, and turn people un« 
to; that is, Jeſus Chriſt is the True Light, that Liphteth every 
man that cometh into the World , and that ſo many as love rh 
Light, and bring their deeds wmto it, and are led and puidcd by it, 
are ſaved; and all that diſobey it, are condemned by it. This is-our 
Principle, What fayit thouto it ? | ; Mp 
.- F. H. Lay to affirm that every one is enlightned with the Light 
of Chriſt, is Curſed Idolatry, | ; 
S. C. Then I ſay Francis, the Pit chat then haſt digged for the 
_ Duakers, thou artfallen into thy ſelf this day in the fight of all that 
have an Eye to ſee, and an Ear to hear; for 1'le prove by the Ser 
ptures of Truth, that this Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that Lightezb every 
Man that comes into the World, is the Lamb of God that takes away 
the fins of the World: Sec Foha1 5,$, 9. & 3. 12. &29. : 
F, H. That every one is enlightned, I grant; but not with the 
Light of Chriſt. | rr 
$.C. What is it then that they are cnlightned with ? 
F. H, A Creature. y 
S.C. What kind of Creature is it, a Man or a&calt ? but in chis 
he anſwered nothing, and in this as well as maky other things he 


yy 


®was manifcft to be in great Confuſion, and in his Knowledge to be: / "8 


more bruitiſh thang Beaſt, to call that a Creature; which the Scei-" 
ptures of Truth calls the Life of God, and ſays it is the Light of 
Men: Read Fobn 1. 1, 2, 3,4- | 
* F, H. I will prove that the Quakers deny the Man Chriſt Jcſas, 
who is now at the Right Hand of his Father in the Higheſt Heaven, 
and hold forth another Chriſt, another Goſpel, another Spirit, 

S.C, Well, go on and do it it thou canſt, we ask no favour-at thy: 
hand. By this time his Brother Foſeph Odde came in, the other Prieſt, 
ſaying to him in a fauning flattering manner, Sir,l am glad to fee you 
here this day about fo good a work as this is; but to me and therelt 
of my Friends he pake revilingly, and told us we werea Generation. . 
of Vipers, and that they would prove us fo to be befagg.they went: 
from thence. 5 0s 
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- 8, C. The True Chriſt l own,and believe in the ſame that the Pro» 
phet prophecied of,and the Apoſtles Preached Salvation in his name, 


and am ready to render a reaſon of the hope that is in me, when 
it is my place ſo to do. but Francis it is not thy buſineſs to Catechiſe 
me .at this time 3 but to prove that we deny the True Chriſt ; this 
thou' haft promiſed to do, and I expc thou ſhouldfi do it, or elſe 
acknowledge thy crror. 

F. H. Ifaidas much, you dare not own the True Chrift, if you 
do (ay you do. 

7.0. There, hold him there. 
 $S.-C. The True Chrift I own, bnt thy Carnal Imaginations of 

him 1 deny but this1 ſay, weare upon the defenſive part ; thou haſt 
faid we deny Chriſt, it is on thy part to prove it. 

. F, H. Urged the like queſtion again; but never took in hand, nor 
went about to prove what he had promiſed. 

8. C. To the people I am not aſhamed, nor afraid to confe(s my 
Faith and belief concerning Jeſus Chriſt, as this man would ſuggeft 
into our minds, and make you believe ; but the reaſon yet why I have 
not done it is, becauſe it's not my buſineſs at this time; we arc accu. 
ſed by this man to deny Chriſt, and he faith he will prove it, it is his 
placeſo to do if hecan 3 andhis asking me whether I own Chriſt,im- 


10: plys as much as this, that he'does not know whether we own him,or 


deny him 3 ſo that he hath done unjuſtly by us, and unwilely by. him- 
ſelLin going to report that we deny the True Chriſt, behind our 
backs and now we<all him in queſtion. before our faces : Inſtead of 
proving of it, he asks us whether we own him or deny him; which 
queſtion would have been more ſeaſonable, and more honeR, to have 
boen asked us before he had thus openly reproacked us, and flandered 
us3 for it appears hehathſaid that of us, which he cannot prove; and 
* therefore muſt return again upon himſelf,as the raiſer,or at leaſt main- 
tainer-of theſe falſe reports; and ke mult, till he can clear himſelf of 
theſe lyes and flanders, which he ſo frequently vends out of his 
. -mouth, and caſts upon the Innocent, be numbred amongſt the 
Lyers for theLake, who are in the Stcps which the Prophet {peaks 
of; report,and we will report it. 
F. H. Still balled and call*d out, whether T owned the True Chriſi?: 
38.'C. For the ſake of the people that are here, 1 doſay;” thit the 
fame:Lord Jeſus Chrift which the Scriptures Teſtthie of, I believe in, 


of 


<>. th. E POW ag! > 
b, os WY ba - - 4 * So Ada - v3 wx {3 oY + 
- w__. " —_ = "I. dts af * e's - 
>< Ma to Ine EN SED ah 
- WE , 


and expect Salvation by, and in no othery” that is£0 ſay, the Chrigs | 
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of God that was horn of the Virgin Mary, and was Crucified by rhe 


High-Prieſts, and envious ones,and was raiſed by the power of God, 
and Aſcended far above all Heavens, and is at the Right Hand of 
God ; and is alſo knocking at every ones door for an entrance into 
their Hearts, that he might dwell in and amongſt them. . 

F, H, Then cryed out to the people, this is'a Cheat, thisis tg 

S.C. How is it a Cheat, I ſpeak as I do believe, and my words 
are according to the Scripture ? 

F. H. You do not believe as you ſay. 

S. C. How doſt thou know I do not believe as I ſay? ; 

F. H. I can prove out of the 2xakers Books, that you do not be- 
lieve as you lay. 

S. C, Shew us that Book of ours, that ſays we deny the True 
Chrifts * 

But none he could ſhew us. 

S. C. 1 fay again,the ſame Jeſus in whoſe name the LameMan was 
made whole, that Peter and Johz bare Teftimony to,(before them that 
Crucified him)in the name of Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth; doth this man 
ſtand before you whole this day 3 Thy is the Stone, thats ſet at naught 
by you Builders, and is now become the head of the Corner : 1 ſay, in 
this Chriſt, I with the reſt of my Brethren believe, and hope for Sal- 
vation, and in no other name or thing whotſoever. | 

Then there was one called to us, that we might have ſome dif 
courſe concerning Election and Reprobation; for theſe Men had 


declared before the people, that ſome Children were in a ſtate of 


Damnation before they were born; about which ſome people were 
difatished that heard them. 

Then Foſepb Odde defircd to take thematter in hand, 

7. 0. ſpake to this purpoſe, you do not underſtand neither the © 
righteouſneſs, nor the fin as it is in Gods account. 

S. C. Wherein do we not underttand ? 

7.0. Do you not acknowledge that all menfell in Adam. 

$. C. I do acknowledge according to the Scriptures, in Adam all 
finncd ; which was and is the tall from-God. 

_ F. O. This Adamrepreſents all men,ſo that in him all are included, 

S,G. The Apoftle ſays, As was the offence, ſo alſo was the free 
gift +.0Y as in Adam all dycA, fo in Chriſt all comes to be made aline 
azain, Rom. 5. 18. | 7.0. All 
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6 of 7.0. All fell in Adam, and you have granted that all ſinned in 


him z and therefore Children while they are in the Womb, before 
they are born,ſo ſoon as they have life, and are a Living Soul,they are 
guilty of Original fin, and are Veſſels of Wrath, and for defirudtion. 
S. C, I'le prove this to be falſe Doctrine ; and contrary. to the 
mind and will of God reycaled in the Scriptures of Truth; for the 
Lord ſaid by the Prophet Ezekiel 18. Read from the beginaing on- 
ward, that Proverb ſhall net be uſed in 1(racl, ſaying, the Fathers have 
eatex ſower Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth are ſet on edge; but as 
the Sonl of the Father is mine, the Soul of the Son is mixe alſa; thc 
ſame Soul that ſens ſhall die, Jer. 13,30. 

: 7.0. But death Reigncd trom Adam to Moſes, will you not grant 
that ? | | 
©.8.C. Yes, over them that had ſigned; and therefore thou muſt 
proveChildren to be ſinners before they are born,(which thou and all 
thy Brethren can never do)orelſe thou canſt not prove them damned, 
- 7.0. Death Reigned from Adam to Moſes over all men, and1 
_ will prove a Child a Man before it is born; and therefore guilty of 

fan before it is born. | 
-8.C. Prove that if thou canſtz People I defire you all tobe ſtill, 
and let us hear how Foſeph Odde will-prove a Child a Man before it is 
bern, by plain Scripture, for no other proof we will accept of. 
F.O, Chriſt ſays, A Woman beth ſorrow, becauſe ber bour i4 come ; 


_ bat mhen ſoc is delivered, fre remembers.no more ber pain, for joythat 8 


Aax is born. into the World. 
.S;C. This isno proof; for Chriſt does not lay that it wasa Man 
before it was born. | 
F. H. Children are ſinners before they are bornz for David ſays, 
4 was ſhapen itt iniquity, and in fin bath my Mather Couceived me. 


---8,£, Whether was the fin in the Mother, or in the Child ?. for 


Chriſt ſpeaks of the fate of a little Child to be happy, for sf ſuch is 
the Kingdom of Heaven , and you ſay ſome Children are for Hell and 
Deſtruction, which is a damnable DoGdtrine, and altogether contra- 
ry.to the Scriptures,and to the mind of God revealed therein; which 
fays, God would have all to be faved, and come to the knowledge of 
the Truth ; and therefore made none for deſfiruction, but Mans de- 
ſtruction is of himſelf, for want of receiving and obcying of Chritt, 
the Scn of bis Love, who is _ a Light into the Warldy tþ4t all 
Mex tbrough bim might believe, John 1.7. = ST 
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F. H. There is none ſhall be ſaved but ſuch as are eleted, 

$.C. You are-ſtrangers to that ele&ion, which hold, that God 
hath made one man for Salvation, and another for deſtrucion, as 
they are the Workmanſhip of his own Hands; But Francis, I ask 
thee this queition, Whether thou thy (elf be one of theſe ele&t thou 
ſpcakeſi of ? 

F. H. Yes IT am. | 

S,. C. And how cameſi thou to beſo? | 

F. H. By the'free Grace of God. 

S, C. And doth not this ſame Grace appear unto all men, for hc 
taving andelccting of all, as it doth unto thee ? , 

F. H. No, I deny that. 

S. C. Tle prove by the Scripture, that it does, People look in 
your Bibles, and look into Titus 2, 11, and you may read it as I ſay. 

F. H, 1 will Read it my (elf. 

S.C. Dofo, 

F. H, Read thus, The Grace of God that brought Salvation, bath 
appeared unto Men. 

S.C. Thou Readfi ooh and takes from the Scriptnre, thou 
leaveſt out the word All, Readit as it is in. thy own Book. | 


F, H. 1Readit as it isinthe Greek, for it is not ſo-in the Greeky = 


aS it is in our Books. | 
An indifferent perſon ſtanding by called-unto him, and told him, 
Francis what do you bring your Bible hither for, if it be wrong, 
tranſlated. | 
'S. EC. We have no reafon to go from the plain words of Scripture 
to believe thee ; for we believe the Scripture ſpeaks as true in this. 
a$ in any other things that it declares of 3 and further, we under- 
fiand che things of God in the Language in which we were born, 
and we.would not be fo ſhuffled off, or batficd out of our belief of 
the truth of the Scriptures, to believe what thou or any man ſays, 
who fay they are not true; and I told him then, I believed he did: 
fay that which was not true of the Greek Copits3. and as I then ſaid, 
fo I have fince found it to be; for fince I defired ſome that under- 
flood the Greek and Latize Tongues, and the word: All Men, which 
he would not read, and hen, arp Gid it was not in the Greek, 
which you may here read, Apparuit enim eratia Dei ſalvatoris noſtri 
omnibus bominibus, 'En«pavi 38 ye T4 Os 3 anrhet@ mxiow ardgunas; 
Whereby all men. may ſee this.mans deceit, who makes Jyes + 
and. * 
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and under falſhood hides himſelf, but in thelight he is (cen, and by 
the Children of the light made manifeſt, and his unfruittul works: 
of darkneſs detected, and his Religion ſeen to be vain, who docs 
not | bridle his: Tongue from lying , and flandering of the In- 
nocent ; which is known to. have been his practice theſe ſeveral 
years, and yet ſo continues, whereby he renders evil cowards us for 
good, who ſuffered him to ſhelter himſelf under us to get out of 
priſon, 

F. H. Pretendcd to ſhake the duſt off his feet, and went his way. 
- *$.C. Deceit, if thou goelt away, remember that thou haſt noc 
yet proved that we are ſuch as thou halt {aid we' arc, and I warn 
thee to ceaſe from railing againſt us any more 3 and this further I 
have to offer thee, and Joſeph Odde, I-would have you both fic 
down and hear;for I have ſomthing upon me to declare to the people; 
and I ſhall open my heart freely before you and them, and ſpeak, as 
to the things we have been ſpeaking of; and if I (ſpeak any thing 
contrary to Scripture, you ſhall have your liberty by the Scripture 
to reprove me 3 but they haſtened away with railing words in their 
mouths;and wecontinucd fome time together,in which I cleared my 
Conſcience toall that were there prefentzand then we parted to our 
places in peace, having committed our Teſtimony unto the Witneſs 


- of God in every ones Conſcience, which is the equal meaſure' of 


what was ſaid and done that day. : Tp 
And thus we have given an account in part of that days procee- 


. dings, for the ſatisfying of all that delire to know the Truth of the 


matter, for the ſtopping of all falſe. reports which envious perſons 
may ſpread abroad 3 the which we hear- theſe men are not wanting 


in, otherwiſe we could have been contented to have been filent, and 
'to-have left it without further publication to the Witneſs of God,in 
the Conſciences of thoſe who heard us that day, who are Fricnds to 


all men 3 and in that we generally defire their Everlalting Peace 
and *Reft with God, inthe Kingdom of his Dear Son. 
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